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 Actions made in connection with the 
biodiversity convention  

 Main impacts on the nature 

 Redlisted plant species 

 Immediate actions in order to protect the 
biodiversity  
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 Convention on biodiversity 

 “Føroya Løgting” ratified the convention 18.  December 
1993 



The first initiative to 
implement the convention 
on biodiversity was the 
book “Føroya Náttúra” 
which is a status report on 
the biodiversity of the 
Faroe Islands. Published 
in 2006 

 



Potential redlisted vascular plants 

• 54 birds and 74 vascular 
plant species evaluated 



Countdown 2010 

 Several initiatives at the Museum of Natural 
History 

 Once a week information on a plant or an animal 
on our homepage. Was also reported in the radio 
every week 

 Postcard campaign at the Museum of Natural 
History. 

 



Postcard campagne 



Faroe Island have only delivered one 
national report to the CBD 
secretariat, in 2005 together with 
Greenland and Denmark 

National report to CBD 



Main impacts on the nature 
 



Environmental changes during time 

• Fluctuating climate 
• Anthropogenic changes 

• human impact  
• climate change 

 



Betula nana 
Juniperus communis 

• Arctic climate after the iceage indicated by the 
arctic species Betula nana (extinct today) 
 

• Later fluctuating between dryer climate and wet 
oceanic climate as it is to day, indicated by 
appearance of Juniperus communis  (rare today) 

 

Fluctuating climate 
 



    Anthropogenic changes  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Grazing for more than 1000 
 years has changed the 
 vegetation 

Today the natural vegetation  is  
only found in inaccessible  places 
 



Main impacts on ecosystem 

• Agriculture 
• Sheep grazing 
• Fertilization 
• Drainage 

• Hydropower 
• Drainage  

• Climate change 
• New and invasive species 



Impacts on vegetation by grazing 

Low grazing Moderate grazing High grazing 

Low  diversity High diversity Low diversity 
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Polygonum viviparum 

Grazing experiment  

Increase in vegetation cover 
Taller plants 
 



Draining in connection with hydropower exploitation 
Drained since 1987 

          

Undrained area 



Drainage of mires 

 

   Mires Heathland 

Heath 

Mires 



 Climate change 

 
• Tolerance for change in 

climate is 1-2oC 
 

New and invasive 
species a threat for 

the local biodiversity 
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New and invasive species 

Mimulus guttatus Epilobium ciliatum 

Alchemilla mollis 

Epilobium komarovianum 



Impacts of human activities 
Sheep grazing: 
 Smaller and vulnerable plants 
 Reduced vegetation cover 
 More vulnerable to avalanches 
 Loss of biodiversity 
 
Drainage: 
 Disappearence of mires 
 Loss of mire species 
 Loss of biodiversity 
 
Climate change: 
 Loss of high mountain species 
 Easier for new and invasive species to adapt 
 Loss of biodiversity 
 
 



Potential redlisted vascular plants 

• 74 vascular plant species 
evaluated 

• Total number of vascular 
plant species 330 



Potential redlisted vascular plant 

species 
• 2 Extinct (RE) 

• 17 Critically endangered 
(CR) 

• 4 Threatened (EN) 

• 29 Vulnerable (VU) 

• 21 Data deficient (DD) 
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Distribution of redlisted species 

Most of the  redlisted 
plant species are 
found in the lowland 
where the impacts 
are highest 



Wetland and mires 

 

 

 Cover: 1,3 % of the land area 

 

 Impacts: Drainage in 
connection with agriculture  

    and hydropower exploitation 

 

 Number of vascular plants: 46 

 

 Number of redlisted species: 
15 

 

 



Examples of threatened plant species in 
mires/wetland 

 

Anagallis tenella Drocera rotundifolia 

Potentilla palustris Hammarbya palludosa 



Lakes 

 Cover: 0,9 % of the land area 

 

 Impacts: Drainage and  
fertilization in connection with 
agriculture  

 

 Number of vascular plants: 33 

 

 Number of redlisted species: 11 

 

 



Examples of threatened plant 
species in lakes  

 

 

 

                      

          Utricularia vulgaris 

Hippuris vulgaris 

Potamogeton natans 

Equisetum fluviatile 



   Immediate actions 

Establishing restricted areas free of sheep 
grazing 

Protection of the redlisted species with a 
systematic registration 

More effort to monitor plants and animals 
in the Faroese nature 



 

Thank you for your attention 


